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To  the  Members  of  the  Seaham  Harbour 
Urban  District  Council. 


Gentlemen 

I  have  pleasure  in  submitting  to  you  my  Annual  Report  for  1903. 

POPULATION,  &c.,  AT  CENSUS  1901. 

Population — 10163 

Increase  between  1891  and  1901 — 1119 

Percentage  of  Increase — 12-3 

Area  in  Acres — 1101 

Number  of  Persons  per  Acre — 9‘2 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses — 1313 

Number  of  Persons  per  House — 7’7 

The  population  estimate  to  June,  1903,  was  10,433. 

465  births  were  registered  during  the  year,  equal  to  a  birth-rate  of 
44-5  jjeE  thousand,  as  against  47'6  in  1902,  and  42’4,  the  average  for  the 
previous  10  years.  Of  these  births  218  were  male,  and  247  female. 

During  the  year  218  deaths  of  persons  belonging  to  this  district 
occurred,  including  1  in  the  Workhouse,  Easington,  1  in  Sedgefield 
Asylum,  and  3  in  Sunderland  Infirmary. 

This  gives  a  death  rate  of  20-8,  as  compared  with  19'8  in  1902,  and 
22’3,  the  average  for  the  previous  10  years. 

The  death  rate  from  phthisis  was  O’ 76,  the  lowest  ever  recorded 
here.  Other  tubercular  diseases  caused  18  deaths,  a  rate  of  1-7.  17  of 

these  deaths  were  under  5  years  of  age. 

I  would  draw  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  tubercular  diseases  are 
usually  found  in  damp,  dark,  ill-ventilated  dwellings  with  insanitary 
surroundings. 

Bronchitis,  pneumonia,  and  pleurisy,  caused  37  deaths,  a  rate  of  3’5, 
as  against  4-7  in  the  previous  year.  27  of  these  deaths  were  of  persons 
under  5  years  of  age. 

The  deaths  from  zymotic  diseases  were  : — measles  8,  scarlatina  10, 
whooping  cough  2,  diphtheria  10,  enteric  fever  4,  diarrhoea  4,  enteritis  1, 
and  erysipelas  1,  a  total  of  40,  which  gives  a  rate  of  3’0,  as  compared 
with  0’96  in  the  previous  year. 

This  death  rate  is  again  high,  due  to  the  epidemics  of  measles, 
scarlatina,  and  diphtheria,  28  deaths  having  been  caused  by  these 
diseases. 

69  deaths  of  children  under  1  year  of  age  occurred,  and  the  rate  per 
1,000  births  registered  was  148,  the  lowest  recorded  in  this  district.  I 
have  pleasure  in  noting  that  this  death  rate  has  steadily  declined  since 
1897,  when  it  was  214. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

109  cases  of  infectious  disease  were  notified  as  compared  with  78  in 
the  previous  year. 

56  cases  of  scarlet  fever  were  notified  as  against  43  in  1902.  I  care¬ 
fully  enquired  with  regard  to  the  milk  supply,  and  found  no  reason  to 
suspect  it.  Several  cases  were  due  to  direct  infection  among  children  of 
different  families  living  in  the  same  house. 

During  the  months  of  August,  September,  and  October,  a  severe 
epidemic  of  measles  occurred,  chiefly  among  young  children,  and  I  found 
it  necessary  to  close  the  National  (Infant)  School. 

No  case  of  smallpox  occurred.  The  smallpox  hospital  is  kept  in 
readiness,  so  that  if  a  case  should  occur  it  will  be  promptly  isolated. 

5  cases  of  enteric  fever  were  notified,  as  against  14  in  1902  and  28  in 
1901.  2  of  these  cases  were  due  to  imperfect  house  drains,  and  1  con¬ 

tracted  the  disease  outside  the  district. 

No  case  of  typhus,  relapsing,  continued,  or  puerperal  fever  occurred. 

42  cases  of  diphtheria  were  notified  as  against  18  in  the  previous 
year.  This  is  very  unsatisfactory,  more  especially  when  we  consider 
that  until  the  last  few  years  the  disease  was  practically  unknown  in 
this  district.  I  consider  its  spread  is  due  to  direct  infection,  as  I  have 
known  cases  where  children  with  mild  attacks  of  the  disease  have  been 
attending  school.  It  is  no  uncommon  occurrence  to  find  three  or 
four  women  sitting  in  the  room  with  a  case  of  diphtheria  ;  not  only  this, 
but  they  frequently  have  their  children  with  them.  If  remonstrated 
with  they  become  indignant  and  say  they  are  not  frightened.  No  effort 
should  be  spared  to  stamp  out  this  disease.  Neighbours  should  not  visit 
infected  houses,  and  children  with  sore  throats  should  not  be  sent  to 
school.  Antitoxin  is  of  the  greatest  value  in  the  treatment  of  the 
disease.  Several  sanitary  authorities  now  supply  it  free  of  charge,  and 
I  shall  be  glad  if  you  will  give  this  matter  your  consideration. 

7  cases  of  scarlet  fever  and  1  of  enteric  were  removed  to  the  Isolation 
Hospital  during  the  year. 

GENERAL  SANITATION. 

The  water  is  pumped  from  the  magnesian  limestone,  the  supply  is 
abundant  and  the  quality  excellent. 

75  privies  have  been  replaced  by  waterclosets.  I  believe  the  general 
public  have  at  last  realised  that  the  privy  midden  is  a  foul  structure, 
dangerous  to  public  health.  I  therefore  confidently  hope  that  in  the 
near  future  all  middens  in  this  district  will  have  been  replaced  by  water- 
closets,  or  moveable  ash  tubs  m  suitable  situations. 

The  scavenging  is  done  by  workmen  employed  by  the  Council 
between  the  hours  of  10  p.m.  and  7  a.m.  It  has  been  done  as  well  as 
possible  under  existing  circumstances,  but  if  the  middens  were  removed 
this  work  could  be  done  more  expeditiously  and  at  much  less  cost.  Part 
of  the  refuse  is  used  as  manure,  and  the  rest  tipped  into  the  sea. 
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The  Sanitary  Committee,  the  Surveyor,  and  myself  inspected  a  large 
number  of  yards  in  the  town.  Our  recommendation  that  all  improperly 
paved  yards  should  be  cemented  or  asphalted  as  soon  as  possible  was 
subsequently  adopted  by  the  Council.  This  is  an  important  step,  as 
yards  paved  with  cobbles  permit  soakage  and  become  a  fruitful  source 
of  diarrhoea,  especially  in  hot  weather. 

The  system  of  sewerage  is  still  unsatisfactory,  but  Messrs.  Balfour, 
Sanitary  Engineers,  are  now  preparing  plans  for  a  new  scheme  of 
drainage. 

A  public  mortuary  has  been  provided  in  a  suitable  situation  on  the 
Council’s  premises  in  Back  Marlborough  Street. 

A  disinfecting  apparatus  has  been  procured. 

The  dairies  and  lodging  houses  have  been  regularly  inspected  and 
found  in  a  satisfactory  condition 

The  Surveyor  has,  as  usual,  been  most  zealous  in  the  discharge  of 
his  duties. 

A  complete  register  of  all  factories  and  workshops  in  the  district 
has  now  been  compiled.  Accompanied  by  the  Surveyor,  I  have  inspected 
them,  and  found  their  condition  generally  satisfactory.  Where  any 
sanitary  defect  was  discovered  notice  was  served  to  have  it  at  once 
rectilied. 

Through  the  courtesy  of  Mr,  Aird,  I  have  been  able  to  append  a 
report  on  the  weather  during  the  year. 

I  am.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

L.  GERALD  DILLON, 

M.D.,  M.O.H. 
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BIRTHS. 


Months 

Male 

1 

1 

Female 

1 

1 

i 

Monthly 

Totals 

January 

16 

I 

1 

1 

1 

15 

31 

February  . . 

15 

18 

33 

March 

23 

15 

38 

April 

23 

24 

47 

May 

15 

19 

34 

June 

18 

28 

46 

July 

19 

26 

45 

August 

22 

19 

41 

September . . 

18 

16 

j 

34 

October 

12 

29  ; 

41 

November  . . 

1 

20  1 

1 

18 

38 

December  . . 

17 

20 

37 

Yearly  Totals.. 

218  1 

1 

1 

247 

465 
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CAUSES  OF,  AND  AGES  AT,  DEATH 
DURING  THE  YEAR. 


Deaths 

in  Whole  District 

at 

Subjoined  Ages 

iC 

lO 

tH 

Deaths 

Causes  of  Death. 

All  Ages 

0) 

r-1 

CD 

a 

<D 

'a 

G 

0 

03 

0 

G 

<D 

'd 

a 

a 

'a 

a 

15  and 

under  25 

25  and 

under  65 

65  and 

upwards 

in 

Public 

Institu¬ 

tions 

P 

tH 

c6 

1C 

Small-pox 

Measles  . .  »  . . 

8 

1 

6 

1 

Scarlet  Fever 

10 

1 

6 

3 

Whooping  Cough  . . 
Diphtheria  and  Membran- 

2 

1 

1 

OU8  Croup  . . 

Croup . . 

1' Typhus 

Fever  -  Enteric 

10 

6 

4 

4 

4 

(other  continued  . . 

Epidemic  Influenza 

Cholera 

Plague 

Diarrhoea 

4 

2 

2 

Enteritis 

1 

1 

Puerperal  Fever 

Erysipelas 

Other  Septic  Diseases 

1 

1 

Phthisis 

8 

2 

5 

1 

Other  Tubercular  Diseases 

18 

11 

6 

1 

Cancer,  malignant  disease . . 

8 

15 

4 

4 

1 

Bronchitis 

23 

5 

1 

2 

Pneumonia  . . 

13 

2 

4 

5 

2 

Pleurisy 

Other  Diseases  of  Respira- 

1 

1 

tory  Organs 

Alcoholism  ] 

1 

1 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  [ 
Venereal  diseases  .. 

Premature  Birth 

Diseases  and  accidents  of 

10 

10 

parturition 

2 

2 

Heart  diseases 

22 

1 

1 

17 

3 

2 

Accidents 

7 

1 

1 

1 

4 

Suicides 

2 

1 

1 

All  other  causes 

63 

22 

8 

2 

1 

13 

17 

2 

All  causes  . . 

218 

69 

46 

10 

6 

58 

29 

5 

Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1903  and  Previous  Years. 
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CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 

NOTIFIED. 


Cases  Notified  in  Whole 
District 

Notifiable  Disease 

in 

<X) 

W) 

At  Ages — Years 

<1 

< 

Under  1 

!  1  to  5 

5  to  15 

(M 

O 

-M 

rH 

25  to  65 

65  and 
upwards 

Smallpox 

Cholera  . . 

Diphtheria 

42 

2 

7 

32 

1 

1 

Membranous  Croup 

Erysipelas 

6 

1 

5 

Scarlet  Fever  . . 

56 

24 

25 

2 

5 

Typhus  Fever  . . 

Enteric  Fever  . . 

5 

1 

4 

Eelapsing  Fever 

Continued  Fever 

Puerperal  Fever 

Plague  . . 

Totals 

109 

3 

31 

58 

2 

15 

Cases  removed  to 
Hospital 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  (NOTIFICATION)  ACT,  1889. 

Cases  Notified  each  Month. 


Months 

I 

I 

No.  of 
Cases 
Notified 

January 

9 

February  . . 

0 

March 

9 

April 

9 

May 

35 

June 

2 

July 

0 

August 

5 

September.. 

15 

October 

17 

November  . . 

5 

December  . . 

3 

Yeakly  Totals.. 

109 

1 

Causes 


Diphtheria 

Erysipelas 

Scarlet  Fever 

7 

6 

3 

2 

6 

3 

32 

1 

1 

5 

7 

2 

6 

6 

2 

7 

2 

1 

2 

3 

42 

1 

6 

56 

Enteric  or 

Typhoid  Fever 


SUMMARY  of  Work  done  in  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances’ 
Department  during  the  Year  1903. 


Number  of 

Number  of 

Number  of 

Informal 

Formal 

Nuisances 

written 

Notices  by 

abated 

Notices  by 

order  of 

after 

1.  PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS. 

Inspector 

Authority 

Notice 

f  Foul  Conditions  . . 

14 

14 

Dwelling-houses 

and 

- 

Structural  Defects 

8 

8 

Schools 

1,  Overcrowding 

18 

18 

Lodging-houses 

. . 

4 

4 

Dairies  and  Milkshops 

4 

4 

Cowsheds 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

Bakehouses 

. . 

3 

3 

Slaughter  -houses 

•  • 

2 

2 

*Ashpits  and  Privies 

36 

39 

75 

Deposits  of  Kefuse  and  Manure 

4 

4 

Waterclosets 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

3 

3 

Defective  Yard  Paving 

32 

13 

45 

'  Defective  Traps 

7 

7 

House 

No  Disconnection  from 

Drainage 

Sewers 

2 

2 

,  Other  Faults  . . 

17 

17 

Water  Supply 

♦  •  •  •  •  • 

6 

6 

Pigsties 

• 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

2 

2 

Animals  Improperly  Kept  . . 

6 

6 

Offensive  Trades 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

Smoke  Nuisances 

Other  Nuisances 

.  .  .  .  .  • 

27 

27 

Totals 

195 

52 

247 

*75  privies  have  been  replaced  by  W.Cs.  27  yards  have  been  cemented 
and  18  asphalted.  At  Swinebank  Cottages,  10  privies  have  been 
replaced  by  W.Cs.,  and  68  by  asbclosets;  52  yards  have  been  cement¬ 
ed  ;  while  the  remaining  privies  are  being  replaced  by  ashclosets, 
and  the  remaining  yards  are  being  cemented. 
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Number 

2.  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act, 

1890. 

Formal  Notices  served..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  8 

Dwellings  dealt  with 

Dwellings  made  habitable  after  formal  notice 
Closing  Orders  applied  for 
Closing  Orders  granted  by  Magistrates 
Dwellings  permanently  closed 


3.  Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901. 

Action  taken,  Notices  served,  (fee.  ..  ..  ..  ..j  4 


4.  Water,  Food,  and  Drugs.  | 

Samples  of  Water  taken  for  Analysis 

,,  ,,  condemned  as  unfit  for  use 

Seizure  of  Unwholesome  Food 

Convictions  for  exposing  or  selling  Unwholesome  Food 
Samples  of  Food  and  Drugs  taken  for  Analysis  . . 

,,  ,,  found  Adulterated  . . 


5.  Precautions  against  Infectious  Disease. 

Dots  of  Infectious  Bedding  stoved  or  destroyed  . . 
Houses  disinfected  after  Infectious  Disease 
Schools  ,,  ,,  ,, 

Prosecutions  for  exposure  of  infected  persons  or  things. . 
Convictions  for  ,,  ,,  ,, 


18 

26 


JAS.  BURRELL,  Inspector  of  Nuisances. 
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Weather  at  Seaham  Harbour  for  the  year  1903. 


WEND. 


Month 

Average 

Maximum 

Average 

Minimum 

Mean 

January 

o 

O 

O 

43-7 

34-9 

39-3 

February  .. 

50-7 

38-2 

44*4 

March 

51-0 

38-4 

44*7 

April 

48-6 

35-1 

41-8 

May 

53-6 

42-8 

48-2 

June 

'  58-8 

46-8 

52-8 

July 

64-0 

51-0 

57-5 

August 

64-0 

49-8 

56-9 

September.. 

60-1 

48-4 

54-2 

October 

54-5 

44-2 

49-3 

November  . . 

48-5 

38-0 

43-3 

December  . . 

42-2 

34-4 

38-3 

Means  . . 

53-3 

41-8 

47-5 

O  O 

Highest,  80’1,  July  lOtli ;  Lowest,  22-4,  January  13th. 
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RAINFALL. 


Month 

Total 

Greatest  fall  in 
24  hours 

No.  of  Days 

January 

2-213 

•450 

on  2nd 

14 

February  . . 

•763 

•202 

21st 

8 

March 

1-290 

•360 

17th 

n 

April 

1-469 

•380 

14th 

15 

May 

2-492 

•420 

9th 

13 

June 

2-532 

•650 

17th 

13 

July 

4-425 

•900 

14th 

20 

August 

2-463 

‘390 

14  th 

19 

September.. 

2-606 

•570 

2nd 

17 

October 

7-786 

2-475 

8th 

28 

November  . . 

2-400 

•530 

16th 

16 

December  . . 

1-956 

•370 

7th 

19 

32-394 

193 

Average  fall  for  the  years  1865  to  1871  inclusive — 26’014. 

Total  for  the  year  1872 — 41-620  inches. 

Average  for  the  years  1873  to  1903  inclusive — 26-616  inches. 

,,  No.  of  days  on  which  rain  fell — 187. 

The  year  1900  was  the  wettest  in  38  years,  viz.,  33-836  (except  1872). 
The  following  were  the  next  wettest : — 

( 1876  . .  30-083 

1 1877  . .  30-094 

(1881  ..  31-391 

'( 1882  . .  30-494 

1903  . .  32-394 

One  inch  of  rain  is  equal  to  1  gallon  of  water  spread  over  2  square 
feet,  or  101  tons  on  an  acre  of  land. 


G,  H.  AIRD. 


